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Hermann Oberth International German School is a candidate school* for the 
Diploma Programme. This school is pursuing authorization as an IB World School. IB 
World Schools share a common philosophy- a commitment to high-quality, 
challenging, international education- that we believe is important for our students. 
 
* Only schools authorized by the IB Organization can offer any of its four academic 
programmes: the Primary Years Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme 
(MYP), the Diploma Programme (DP), or the Career-related Programme (CP). 
Candidate status gives no guarantee 
that authorization will be granted. 
 
For further information about the IB and its programmes visit http://www.ibo.org. 
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What is the IB? Where did it start from? How widespread is it? 

 
With initial efforts to establish an international curriculum dating as far back as 1924, the IB 

is established in 1968, in Geneva. The first “official IB Diploma Programme exams were 

taken by students at 12 schools from 10 countries – including two state schools (Germany 

and France)” – for details, see https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-

toolkit/presentations/1711-presentation-history-of-the-ib-en.pdf  

 

Since then, it has spread around the globe, gaining recognition for its high academic 

standards and dedication to removing barriers from learning to all students. 

 

According to official IB data, as of “10th of December 2020, there were 7,232 programmes 

being offered worldwide, across 5,402 schools in 158 countries”. Overall, between 2015 

and 2019 the number of IB Programmes being offered globally had increased by 37%. 

Of these, 3020 offer the Diploma Programme, with over 170,000 IBDP students sat the 

International Baccalaureate Exams in 2020. 

 

The programme is offered in almost equal percentages in both private and state 

institutions, mostly in English (2,546 school), and some in the other two available languages 

(422 in Spanish and, as a 2020 novelty, 52 in French). 

 

The programme’s greatest asset is its devotion to preparing students for university life, as 

well as life beyond academics, which has also brought it extensive recognition world-

wide: http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/. 

 

In order to achieve its goal, the IB has developed the IB mission statement, as expression 

of the endpoint of the IB education, alongside the 10 Learner Profile Attributes, and 

Approaches to learning skills, both of which are meant to bring to the forefront what is 

often left in the background, namely the actual character traits, attitudes, aptitudes and 

skills required by any and all individual in order to be successful.  

 

How does the IB DP impact students? 
Research into the impact on the IB DP offered in state schools in low-income neighbourhoods 

show an increase in the number of students graduating high school, as well as attending and 

graduating University.  

 

In addition, DP graduates were more versed in 21st century skills and overall better suited to 

academic post-secondary life, as well as life outside the classroom. (for details, see Appendix 1) 

 

IB Mission Statement 

The International Baccalaureate® aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young 

people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 

and respect. 

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to 

develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment. 

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

(https://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/mission/ - last accessed 22nd December 2020) 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/presentations/1711-presentation-history-of-the-ib-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/digital-toolkit/presentations/1711-presentation-history-of-the-ib-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/
https://www.ibo.org/about-the-ib/mission/


 

 

IB Learner Profile Attributes 
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What is the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme? 
The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) is an educational programme 

designed for students in their last two years of high school (typically 11th and 12th grade). Due to its 

dedication to forming well-rounded individuals, the IBDP aims to keep a balance between 

specialization and extreme broadening. It does so by arranging all disciplines into six subject 

areas, each aimed at different aspects of a well-rounded individual, arranged as fragments of a 

series of concentric circles, gravitating around the individual student in the centre. 

 

The graphics is meant to signify that all teaching and learning gravitates around the individual, as 

the approaches are student-centred, and that all the elements of the curriculum work together in 

order to create a well-rounded graduate. 

 

The curriculum consists of the Core: Theory of Knowledge (in 

which students reflect on the nature of knowledge and on 

how we know what we claim to know), the Extended Essay 

(which is an independent, self-directed piece of research, 

finishing with a 4,000-word paper.) and Creativity, Action 

and Service (in which students complete a project 

related to those three concepts.), each serving the 

same central role, of developing the individual as a 

whole person, and not simply from an academic 

standpoint. 

 

The six subject groups 
 

Group 1: Studies in language and literature (Mother-

tongues) 

Group 2: Language Acquisition (Foreign languages) 

Group 3: Individuals and Societies (Humanities) 

Group 4: Sciences 

Group 5: Mathematics 

Group 6: The Arts 

 

All these are informed by the awareness of the interconnectedness of modern society, with great 

significant given to the development of international-mindedness. 

 

A full description can be accessed at https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme 

The IB official description summarizes this view: "‘an academically challenging and balanced 

programme of education with final examinations that prepares students, aged 16 to 19, for 

success at university and life beyond. It has been designed to address the intellectual, social, 

emotional and physical well-being of students. The programme has gained recognition and 

respect from the world’s leading universities.”  

 

International Baccalaureate Organisation (2012), “The IB Diploma Programme”, Cardiff: IB. 

For official subject briefs, see later in this document or https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-

recognition-resources-and-document-library/#dp_briefs  

 
  

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/#dp_briefs
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/#dp_briefs


 

Choosing subjects 
 

Each student chooses a total of 6 subjects to study over 2 years: 3 at Standard Level (SL), 3 at 

Higher Level (HL) 

 

Students must choose 1 subject from each of groups 1-5 

 

Students MAY choose 1 subject from group 6, or a second subject from groups 1-4. 

 

Some subjects in the same subject group might be taught in the same time interval, which may 

lead to students having a slightly limited combination of subjects available. For this reason, it is 

important for subjects’ selection to be done early on, to decrease chances of conflicting 

schedules. 

 

Approaches to learning 
 Thinking skills  

 Communication skills 

 Social skills  

 Self-management skills 

 Research skills 

 

Assessment 

 
In order to ensure reliability and objectivity, assessment is made against IB Assessment Criteria 

and/ or Mark bands, both internally and externally (.  

 

External assessment 
– assessed by external assessors  

– in May of DP2 

– types of assessments: 

 essays 

 structured problems 

 short-response questions 

 data-response questions 

 text-response questions 

 case-study questions 

 multiple-choice questions – though these are rarely used.  

 

Internal assessment 
– assessed in school, moderated by external assessors  

– according to assessment calendar: January DP1; May/June DP1; January DP2 

– types of assessment: 

 oral work in languages 

 fieldwork in geography 

 laboratory work in the sciences 

 investigations in mathematics 

 artistic performances. 
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Grading 
In the IB DP, grades range from 1 to 7, with 7 being the highest. 

 

Exceptional results 7 

6 

Solid results 5 

4 

Borderline 3 

Unsatisfactory 2 

1 

 

The IB Diploma is awarded if candidates gather a minimum of 24 points out of the 42 available for 

the 6 subjects (7p x 6 subjects), and they complete the Core requirements 

 

Bilingual Diploma 
A candidate will be awarded a bilingual diploma if they score 3/7 or higher in: 

 2 Group 1 Subjects (ex.: Romanian Literature, German Language and Literature) 

 1 Groups 1 Subject and 1 Group 3 or Group 4, if the subject is taken in a different language 

that the subject in Group 1 (ex. Group 1: Romanian Literature; Group 4: Biology – in 

German) 

 

Admission requirements 

 
Although Hermann Oberth International German School aims to support all students in their 

learning, and strives to remove barriers to learning for all students, certain traits will ensure success 

in the IB DP. 

 have a clean school record (without written warning, misdemeanours, absenteeism) 

 have an overall yearly average of 8/10 or above 

 have a yearly average of 8/10 or above for the subjects selected for IBDP 

 have proven English level of B2 or above (demonstrated by language certificate or pre-IB 

language test administered in school) 

 have a written recommendation from one of the student’s teachers in Grade 10. 

 For subjects in Group 1: minimum CEFR C1 (demonstrated by language certificate or pre-IB 

language test administered in school) 

 For subjects in Group 2: Language B: minimum A2 for SL, minimum B1 for HL (demonstrated 

by language certificate or pre-IB language test administered in school) 

 

Should less than all the above criteria be met, the student must be approved by the DP 

Coordinator and Head of School. 

The ideal DP candidate is organised and self-driven. 

 

Students are expected to earn term grades 4 or above.  Students who do not meet these criteria 

will be monitored, and remedial plans will be established, which may include consultations (on-

site, remotely, synchronous, asynchronous, etc.), extra work, etc., some of which may generate 

extra costs. 

 

  



 

IB DP Exams and University  

 
Due to the DP’s highly academic profile, many University offer college credit to students who 

graduate the DP in order to ensure their education in University is not redundant. This may mean 

that depending on the subjects selected, the level (HL or SL), and the grade obtained (typically 6 

or 7, though some may consider grades 4 or higher), colleges may waiver certain introductory 

Year 1 courses. This may result in a shorter time spent in college and reduced college fees. These 

options are specific to each University and or subject to change on a yearly basis. 

 

Overall, there in an increased tendency for Universities to favour DP graduates, on account of the 

rigorous academic programme offered by the DP, on the world-wide curriculum, as well as 

research that indicates that DP graduates are on the whole better equipped to deal with 

University life, from dealing with the everyday challenges of being away from home, on 

multicultural, international campuses, to academic expectations (TOK – critical thinking; EE – 

academic research; CAS – involvement in the community, and personal development beyond 

academics). 

 

There is evidence that attending IBDP increases acceptance rates at top Universities: 

http://pages.crimsoneducation.org/rs/039-NBM-750/images/FL-10-2018-ib-student-acceptance-

rates-at-top-us-universities.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJaalltRTJOV0kzT1 

 

ANTICIPATED COURSES 
Only available for exceptional circumstances, for no more than two SL courses. Should 

the student have proven background knowledge of the subject matter, it is possible to sit 

exams at the end of Year 1. Some additional cost may be entailed. 
 

Switching between National and International Baccalaureate 

 
In exceptional cases, with the approval of the DP Coordinator, students can switch in the first 

2 weeks of Year 1. 

 

Past this point, students can only move from IB DP to the National Curriculum, on condition 

that they sit all examinations missed and acquire grades for all subjects not studied in the time 

spent in DP. 

 

DP Induction for DP Year 1 Students 

 
All DP Year 1 students are required to attend the induction workshop. Other than introducing 

them to the IB philosophy, the workshop will also present CORE as well as subject 

requirements, present the time table, and the assessment calendar. 

 

Fees 
 

  DP Fees are: yearly tuition fees; Exam fees -  levied by the IB, due September of Year 2 / 12th Grade. 

All fees are paid to the school, including exam fees. 

 

  

http://pages.crimsoneducation.org/rs/039-NBM-750/images/FL-10-2018-ib-student-acceptance-rates-at-top-us-universities.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJaalltRTJOV0kzT1
http://pages.crimsoneducation.org/rs/039-NBM-750/images/FL-10-2018-ib-student-acceptance-rates-at-top-us-universities.pdf?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWTJaalltRTJOV0kzT1
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University admissions 
 
Overall, the IB DP Diploma is recognised by colleges around the world, including Romania. For 

Romania, a set of documents are to be uploaded on the Ministry of Education / School 

Inspectorate Website, or simply submitted at the University the students is applying, in accordance 

with local procedures (“Procedura de echivalare diploma de studii conform OMEN nr. 3630 / 2018 
privind aprobarea Metodologiei de recunoaștere și echivalare a actelor de studii de nivel 

preuniversitar” - https://cnred.edu.ro/ro/echivalare-diplome-de-bacalaureat-obtinute-in-

strainatate). 

https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-

universities/  

   

 

Predictive Grades vs Estimated Grades 

 
Applications to colleges abroad are made using predictive grades – teachers use professional 

judgement to predict the grades each student might obtain given the student’s proven track-

record and overall performance in the DP Year 1. These grades are officially submitted to the IB in 

October Year 2, and sent directly by the school to Universities that DP students apply to. Predictive 

grades are not disclosed to and / or shared with either students or legal guardians. 

 

Teachers also offer students estimated grades, as a courtesy, at the end of Year 1, to assist students 

in selecting colleges that they might be a strong candidate for. In themselves, estimated grades 

can be deduced from the grades obtained by students each semester for each subject. Since 

some colleges have more restrictive requirements (demanding grades 5 and up), while others 

have less strict requirements, students need to make sure they meet the University’s requirements 

before applying. You may ask your teachers for clarification on your courtesy estimated grades, 

including what you can do to ensure your actual results in the IB improve. Do, however, bear in 

mind you are not asking teachers to justify the grades, or to modify them, but simply to explain to 

you what areas of your learning you should focus on. 

 

Do note that it is neither ethical, nor in the student’s best interest for teachers to exaggerate 

predictive grades as, even if Universities do accept students based on predictive grades, they are 

likely to refuse them should there be significant discrepancy between predictive grades and 

actuals DP results. For this reason, predictive grades are not disclosed to students and/ or 

guardians. 

N.B. Universities such as: medicine, law, vet, will require admission exams disregarding the type of 

diploma the students is awarded (national or international). Make sure to check the admission 

policies of universities, as these are subject to change even on a yearly basis. 

 

Academic Integrity 
The EE coordinator, EE supervisor, librarian, CORE teachers and subject teachers stress the 

importance of Academic Integrity.  

Simply put, any dishonest practice, whether intentional or accidental, entails consequences of 

varying degrees, from work being rejected, to disqualification from IB DP, including the IB not 

awarding a candidate IB DP diploma. If in doubt whether a practice or another constitutes a 

dishonest practice, students are encouraged to first check in the Academic Integrity school policy 

(available on the school website), and only then with teachers. 

 

“behaviour (whether deliberate or inadvertent) that results in, or may result in, the candidate or 

any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more components of assessment. 

Behaviour that may disadvantage another candidate is also regarded as academic misconduct” 

(IBO 2014). 

https://cnred.edu.ro/ro/echivalare-diplome-de-bacalaureat-obtinute-in-strainatate
https://cnred.edu.ro/ro/echivalare-diplome-de-bacalaureat-obtinute-in-strainatate
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/recognition-of-the-ib-diploma-by-countries-and-universities/
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https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/#dp_briefs
https://www.ibo.org/university-admission/ib-recognition-resources-and-document-library/#dp_briefs


13  

GROUP 1 – MOTHER TONGUE (HL/SL) 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE   

GERMAN LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

Requirements: minimum CEFR C1 

 

 

 



 

 

LITERATURA ROMANA (HL/SL) 

 

 



 

GROUP 2 – LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

LANGUAGE B : German B / English B / French B 

Requirement: minimum A2 for SL / B1 for HL 

 

 



 

 

 

LANGUAGE Ab Initio: German / French / Spanish / Italian / Mandarin 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

GROUP 3 – INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 

ECONOMICS SL 
 



 

 

ECONOMICS HL 

 



 

 
  



 

HISTORY SL 

 

 



 

 
 

HISTORY HL 

 



 

 

 
 

  



 

GLOBAL POLITICS SL 

 
 

 

 



 

GLOBAL POLITICS HL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

GROUP 4 – SCIENCES 

BIOLOGY SL 

 
  



 

BIOLOGY HL 

 



 

CHEMISTRY SL 

 

 



 

CHEMISTRY HL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE SL 

 
 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

COMPUTER SCIENCE HL 

 
  



 

PHYSICS SL 

 

 

 



 

PHYSICS HL 
 

 

 



 

GROUP 5 – MATHEMATICS 
Mathematics: analysis and approaches First assessments for SL and HL—2021 

 

 



 

Mathematics: applications and interpretation First assessments for SL and HL—2021 

 
 

 

  



 

GROUP 6 – ARTS 
Visual arts—SL First assessments 2016 – Last assessments 2022 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Visual arts—HL First assessments 2016 – Last assessments 2022 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY AND SERVICE 

 

 

  



 

EXTENDED ESSAY 

 

 
 
 



 

THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 

 

 
 



 

 

Parents’ and students’ obligations 
 
As part of school policy, students are expected to have full attendance. Any absence other than for medical 
reasons requires prior approval from the Head of School. In case of medical reasons, a doctor’s note is required.  
 
In the case of students who receive any additional learning support, the school has the right to terminate 
enrolment without recourse to courts and without any compensation in the following cases: 
- Parents / Guardians fail to reveal information relevant to learning and emotional difficulties that affect the 
student's learning abilities; 
- Parents / Guardians fail to cooperate in following the school's recommendations (i.e. assessments / counselling, 
additional therapies); 
- The school considers that it is no longer able to satisfy the student's needs. 
 
In each of the cases mentioned above, decision to terminate enrolment is made by the Head of School upon 
consultation with therapist / specialist and parents / guardians. Parents / guardians are informed in written of 
the decision through a 3-month notice. 
 
The school can only fulfil its obligations when there is collaboration between staff and family, and when the 
family fulfils its obligations, as outlined the Terms and Conditions, which include (though are not limited to): 
- offering encouragement and moral support to your child to continue their studies 
- offering support at home, as needed 
- informing the school on matters that affect your child (both initially, and as they arise) 
- maintaining a constructive relationship with all school staff 
- attending parents’ meetings (individual and at class level) 
- Maintaining a courteous and constructive relationship with School staff;  
- Attending meetings and maintaining contact with the School concerning your child’s interests  
 

 School property lent  
(a) equipment for a student’s exclusive may be lent for a pre-determined period and can be used in and outside 
of school.  
 
(b) The equipment is fully your responsibility at all times for loss, theft or damage and you will be responsible and 
billed for repair and / or replacement costs. 


